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Molly Boes sits down with Xavier’s
resident canonizer, Fr. B.

Always Online:

By jake heath
News Editor

When America is overcome
with economic crisis, it is not only
its civilians who feel the shackles
of a restricted budget.
The Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC) program at Xavier
has felt a squeeze in its annual
budget, creating a race to obtain
military scholarships for the cadets of the program.
“If you were in the program
about five years ago, it would have
been almost guaranteed that you
had received a scholarship,” Lt.
Col. Shane Ousey said. “Now, it’s
a little bit more of a challenge.”
Ousey heads the ROTC program for five of the surrounding schools which include Xavier,
Northern Kentucky University,
Miami University of Ohio,
Thomas Moore College and
College of Mount Saint Joseph.
According to Ousey, the problem has been a budget constraint

Newswire photo by Jake Heath

Xavier cadets perform a flag ceremony. The Xavier All For One battalion is struggling with a limited budget.

due to the economic crisis in combination with the army’s capacity
for officers.
“Before, there was high demand for these officers, but the
army is getting close to their max
population for officers, so there

xavier.edu/
newswire

Newswire staff members search for deals
and sanity around the country.

is less incentive to train more officers,” Ousey said.
The annual budget pays for all
scholarships for all five schools
and also covers all other forms of
activities that the program might
run that year. For example, Ousey

said that on the way to their annual Field Training Exercise (FTX)
in Camp Atterbury, Ind., they
were able to get Black Hawk helicopters to escort the cadets to the
training exercise.
“We were really excited to get

the cadets on the Black Hawks
this year. We thought that would
be a great experience for the cadets and they all enjoyed it.”
Despite Ousey’s budget constraint, he is still optimistic for his
cadets.
“There are many other options
and plenty of areas that cadets
can receive financial aid to pay
for either partial amounts of their
school payments or in many cases
close to all of it,” Ousey said.
Cadets can enroll in the United
States Army Reserve or the National
Guard for this sort of funding.
For all forms of military scholarships, cadets must complete their
physical fitness test, be medically
qualified and make a contract
commitment before receiving
funding.
A contract commitment usually involves a required eight-year
service in the army. However, the
eight years can be spent in many

Continued on page 2

Four Loko ban affects students Defense driving

5-1 start for XU

By sarah wieten
Managing Editor

After students at Ramapo
College in Mahwah, N.J and
Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, Wash. were hospitalized due to drinking caffeinated
alcoholic beverages, specifically
Four Loko, the state of Ohio
banned the drinks on Nov. 17.
Stores will be permitted to sell
current stock but not to receive
new shipments.
The pre-mixed drinks are 12
percent alcohol by volume. One
can contains the amount of alcohol of five to six beers and the
caffeine of a cup of coffee.
The
Food
and
Drug
Administration has sent a warning
letter to Phusion Projects, maker
of Four Loko, as well as other
makers of caffeinated alcoholic
beverages, asking the companies
to change the receipes of these
drinks to remove the caffeine.
Phusion Projects wrote in a press
release that it plans to comply, although that compliance was not
enough to stall bans of the product in at least five states.
The ban will be facilitated by
the Division of Liquor Control
and the Ohio Department of
Commerce.
Critics have accused these companies of targeting young people
in their marketing, citing the fruity
flavors and brightly-colored cans.
Rumors about a nationwide
ban have college students across
the country stockpiling Four Loko
F
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Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior Jamel McLean scored a career-high 22 points in a 94-90 tripleovertime win against Wofford on Saturday.

By scott mueller
Sports Editor

Newswire photo by Alex Klein

After the Nov. 17 ban, carbonated alcoholic beverages like Four Loko will no
longer be available in Ohio stores.

and posting videos to YouTube,
one with more than 220,000 hits,
describing how to make homemade versions of the drink.
Stores near Xavier appear to
be largely complying with the ban.
The only store within walking distance of campus that still has Four
Loko in stock as of publication
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date was the United Dairy Farmers
at the intersection of Montgomery
Road and Mentor Avenue, which
had eight cans. Workers at The
Quick-Pick on Hopkins Avenue
and Montgomery Road. reported
that they sold their last can five or
six days ago.

Continued on page 3
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The Xavier basketball team
went 3-1 over the past two weeks
on the strength of its guard play
and defense. In its lone loss, to
Old Dominion, both of these
strengths were absent.
In the Paradise Jam in the U.S.
Virgin Islands, junior point guard
Tu Holloway’s performance determined the team’s success.
In the Musketeers’ two wins over
Iowa and Seton Hall, Holloway
averaged 29.5 points per game.
In the loss to Old Dominion, he
scored just 14 points.
Holloway
rebounded
on
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Saturday night against Wofford
with 28 points.
Holloway is sixth in the country in scoring, averaging 25.0
points per game. Although the
Musketeers’ points per game have
dropped off from last season,
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Student express Computers replace GSC video games
Increased printing traffic provides incentive for more CPUS
concerns about
parking at XU
home games
By David Maxwell
Staff Writer
Packing 10,000 fans into a
small campus is bound to have its
challenges.
With the basketball season in
full swing, some students are complaining that the perennial excitement of home games may have
taken precedence over privileges
they have grown accustomed to.
This year prior to home basketball games, screening checkpoints
have been set up at entrances to
Xavier’s main campus and parking
areas.
There has evidently been some
confusion and frustration involving these checkpoints and the
overall parking situation on game
days.
Junior Andy Knight expressed
his frustration with the checkpoints explaining that he “was
told by the parking attendant that
he was not to allow students on
campus.”
Students have also been upset
with the lack of parking spots
available near campus as all numbered spots in C-2, C-3, C-4, the
Campus Police lot, the ISS lot,
the Husman lot and the Suite
Reserved lot must be vacated a
full two hours before game time.
This leaves only a few nonnumbered spots available to students at any time, prompting
complaints from students who
have class or other commitments
after 5 p.m. on game days.
In response to these complaints, Xavier administration has

modified the game day procedure
to try and accommodate those
students who need to park on
campus during basketball games.
Dr. Kathleen Simons, associate provost for Student Life and
Leadership, explained some of
the additional parking opportunities that have been arranged for
students.
“On game nights, students
have exclusive access to the I lot,
Health Center lot and available
spots in the O’Connor Sports
Center lot. Students also have access to the Smith Hall lot after 5
p.m.,” said Simons.
These changes allow approximately 200 spots for students and
employees on game night.
“Newly created this season,
C-5/R-3 is for the exclusive use
of students, with a valid parking
permit, at all times,” said Simons.
The C-5/R-3 lot extends behind C-2 and the Cohen Center
towards the Norwood Plaza
Shopping Center and will provide
240 spaces.
While the location of this lot
means a long walk to campus
compared to other parking lots,
Dr. Simons reminds students to
plan accordingly on game days and
to “allow themselves extra time on
game nights to park and walk to
classes or other commitments.”
While students may not park in
numbered spots, Dr. Simons explains that students are permitted
to pass through screening checkpoints although they may be asked
to show their All Card and explain
where they are heading.

-Paid Advertisement-

By pamela brault
Staff Writer
In response to Gallagher
Student Center’s lack of available student computers, laptops, and printers, director of
GSC Joe Christman and Student
Governmnet Association have
constructed a new computer station, accompanied with printers, in
place of the arcade area in GSC.
Although a new computer lab
was put in the Conaton Learning
Commons, the need for computers with 24-hour accessability was
still evident in GSC.
The old arcade games have
been replaced with new Dell
computers.

Before, laptops and a singleprinting station provided the entire computing power for students.
According to Christman, this was
not enough to sustain the large
number of students who depend
on GSC for their printing needs.
Christman said the traffic at
the front desk clogs the area and
when the printing station breaks
down there is no alternative for
students.
Prior to the 24-hour computer
lab being moved, students were
able to print at other locations.
Now, when the front desk printer
breaks, students have no other
alternative.
The new computer area will be

predominantly a standing room
with a few social tables and chairs.
In addition to the new Dell computers, a new printing station will
also be added. The laptops and
welcome desk printing station will
still be available for student use.
Christman could not say when
the area will officially be finished.
Funding for the construction is
still being negotiated.
Christman has been working
with SGA and the Information
Team, both of whom have been
extremely supportive. “It could
not have been done without
them,” Christman said. The computers are now up and ready for
use.

were part of the clued-in planning team, that we were getting a
new residence hall, and that it was
going to create an additional five
hundred-some beds.”
The mail center then began to
investigate alternatives.
“In the old days, an individual
student was assigned a mailbox
and kept it for his or her entire
four years if he or she lived on
campus,” said Owen. Due to the
increase in student population,
this could no longer be the case.
“We might have handled the
400 new students by buying more
mailboxes, but this would have
maxed out our space and we could
not accommodate the new hall,”
said Owen. Therefore, the mail
center needed to change.
During the summer of 2009,
the mail center switched to the
current system of assigning each
room a single mailbox, rather than
assigning mailboxes to individual

students.
“The shift allowed for 600
open boxes,” Zernich said.
Thus, every room in the new
residence hall will have a mailbox
in the mail center.
This change prompted other
changes for the mailing services.
“Because the new hall creates
a 25 percent increase in on campus students, this may necessitate more student worker hours,”
Owens said. “Aside from that,
though, no Xavier University employees should be affected.”
There is an existing concern,
however. “Our biggest issue will
be packages,” said Owen. “We are
a bit crowded in that area now and
the increase will create even more
traffic.”
According to Owen and
Zernich the mail center will be
well prepared and are investigating how to automate the e-mail
package notifications.

XU mail center prepares
for new student population
By Kevin Tighe
Staff Writer

Concern over whether or not
the mail center could hold all of
the mail was raised when plans for
the new residence hall were initially released.
The residence hall, currently
under-construction, will allow for
a 25 percent increase in the number of on-campus residents.
According to the Director for
Environmental Health and Safety,
Steve Owen, and the mail center’s
manager, Allen Zernich, the mail
center is well prepared.
The mail center has undergone changes over the past few
years due to an increase of incoming freshman, and it can aptly deal
with the additional residence hall.
“About two years ago, we saw
this 400 person increase for the
freshman class. We had an issue
with serving them,” Owen said.
“We also foresaw, because we

ROTC scholarship Senator
resigns
budget tighter
said. "In 2005, there used to be
a cap of $20,000 on tuition paytime can be spent in many dif- ments, but now we have students
ferent ways depending upon the from all over receiving completely
free tuition for their
choice of the cadet.
services."
According to Ousey,
“These With this finanactive duty is often chosen for half of their scholarships cial aid, Ousey says
have not many cadets have
contract, while the other
half can be fulfilled doing
always academic scholarNational Guard or the
been so ships which can be
for the difArmy Reserves.
generous.” applied
ference not paid for
Other options can
be utilized to fulfill their
-Lieutenant by the army.
Colonel Shane
Room
and
contract commitment.
Ousey
board ex penses
ROTC scholarships
are often covered
provide financial aid that
covers all tuition and fees, as well and in many cases money is given
back to the students if there is
as a stipend for students.
These stipends vary in quan- any left over from their academic
tity depending on the number of scholarship.
Currently, 85 students are enyears the cadet has been in the
rolled in the program. Of these
program.
"These scholarships have not 85, 68 have contracted, and 55 of
always been so generous," Ousey which have received scholarships.
Continued from page 1

By Mike Glynn
Assist. Campus News Editor
At Monday’s Senate meeting, senior Abdullah Alkoblan
resigned from his position due
to a class scheduling conflict in
the spring semester. The resignation ends a two term candidacy in
which Alkoblan sat on the Club
Relations committee and assisted
in securing computer stations in
Gallagher Student Center.
“I think overall Abdullah contributed to Senate in so many
ways. He was a great mentor to
all young Senators,” sophomore
senator Jimmy Geiser said. “He
put forward and completed many
new projects such as Late Night
Studying at the Hoff, and most of
all his positive attitude and charisma made the board unique and
fun.”
In the upcoming weeks, Senate
will begin an application process
in order to fill the vacant seat.
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Cell phones rescue XU from local security threats Four
Xavier Police find alternate ways of communication using texts Loko ban
By Sabrina Brown
Staff Writer
Compromised campus security
and an increased number of oncampus shootings has provided an
incentive to install Crime Stoppers
Reporting Line, allowing students
to text Xavier Police.
The program is intended to
mimic Crime Stoppers, a program
that has been implemented on
many other college campuses.
This new program allows students to text and call Xavier Police
at any time.
Xavier Police will not respond
to the message, but will investigate
the tip.
However, if the student who
sent the text requests a response,
an officer will respond.
“Students can leave anonymous tips; they can text tips to
us. We won’t respond to the texts.
We’re not looking to do a followup,” head of crime prevention and

photo courtesy earthhopenetwork.net

Students are now capable of alerting XU Police by text messages.

training, Sgt. Kenneth Grossman
said. “We will take the tip and determine if we can act on it and
take it from there. We will take it
for what it is, an anonymous tip.”
One of the main goals of the
program is for the informant to
remain anonymous.
Students can text the number

Boxing Club
revived after
equipment was
knocked out
By John Wilmhoff
Staff Writer
After more than a year of absence, the boxing ring has finally
made its return to Xavier.
On Oct. 29, the Xavier Boxing
Club’s new practice ring finally
arrived and was placed in the
Schmidt Fieldhouse.
The new ring replaces the old
one, which collapsed in September
2009 after being used for decades.
According to Ian Moore, Vice
President of the Boxing Club, the
ring collapsed last fall.
“We had eight of our heaviest guys on the ring at the same
time, our heavyweights, and all of
a sudden it just collapsed. It was
pretty funny, but everyone was
ok,” Moore said.
It took a year to improve the
club and bring it to where it is
today.
Without a ring of its own, the
club suffered a larger disadvantage
to its opponents because of their
lack of experiance in the ring.
When they traveled to other
schools, they were at a serious disadvantage with the lack of actual
in-ring experience.
Moore credits the club’s
President, Andrew Gallo, for much
of the work that led to bringing
the ring back onto campus.
“We worked really hard to bring
numbers up and improve the club
in general, and the club sports

department rewarded us with a
larger budget in order to build
the ring, which was not cheap,”
Moore said.
In order to improve numbers,
the club was made more available
to a greater number of students.
The club is co-ed and features
several female fighters.
In addition, the club is inclusive
to competitive fighters as well as
those members who wish to join
the club simply for the workouts.
The club dues are $35 per person and an additional $35 if you
wish to compete against outside
competition.
The additional $35 goes toward a participation fee with
the National Collegiate Boxing
Association, which the club plans
to join next semester.
With the club’s largest turnout
this year at “Club Day,” of approximately 30-40 people, they
hope to get back into regular season competition in the NCBA
next semester.
If the boxing club manages to
follow through with its plan, they
will compete with schools such
as University of West Virginia,
University of Michigan, Miami
University of Ohio and Ohio
State University.
With this larger turn out, the
club has managed to retain 25
members during this semester.
There are also plans for an outside on-campus match this spring.

513-709-STOP at any time, and an
officer will look into the situation.
Students are encouraged to
include as much information as
possible about a campus crime or
suspicious activity.
If a tip is especially useful or
aids in solving a case, the student
may be eligible for a reward.

“We’re hoping this line will help
us solve some of the crimes in the
residence halls, or when someone
sees something but may not want
to come forward,” Grossman
said.
The goal of the program is to
give students another way to communicate with Xavier Police.
Officer Mike Long came up
with the idea for the program.
He wanted a secondary means of
communication for the students.
Since the start of the program,
Grossman states that Xavier
Police has not seen any major
crimes committed.
“The bottom line is that there
is a way for students to communicate with us,” Grossman said.
Students are encouraged to text
or call (513)-709-STOP with any
potential tips on campus crime
unless the situation is urgent, then
the student is encouraged to call
(513)-745-1000.

Boxing Club revitalized after their ring broke in 2009.

Until then, your first chance to
get a glimpse at Xavier boxing will
be at “Fight Night,” which will be
at 8 p.m. on Friday night in the
Schmidt Field House.
The event will mark the first
boxing event on campus since
November of 2008 and will feature eight intrasquad fights.
Admission is $2 and half of
the proceeds will benefit “Kick

photo courtesy John Wilmhoff

It,” the on campus kickball tournament that will be held this April
in order to raise money for pediatric cancer research.
The other half of the proceeds will go towards the club’s
fundraising efforts.
Jake Heath, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

-Paid Advertisement-

affects
students
Continued from page 1

Neither the United Dairy Farmers
at the corner of Dana Avenue and
Montgomery Road nor Donna’s
Carryout on Cleaney Avenue
had any of the drinks, although
the clerk at Donna’s was confident that a replacement shipment
would arrive soon.
Though Xavier students have
been consuming these drinks, the
student body has so far avoided
the controversy the drink has created on other campuses.
“I have not had any run-ins
with this type of drink,” Sgt.
Kenneth Grossman of the Xavier
Police said.
“There have been no situations at Xavier that mirror the
tragic stories of overconsumption and hospitalization due to
caffeinated alcoholic beverages as
you see throughout the country,”
Husman Hall Director Ian Tanner
said. “The Office of Residence
Life has seen a few instances
where students have been cited
off campus or documented in the
residence halls for consuming caffeinated alcoholic beverages like
Four Loko. The numbers are low
in comparison to other alcohol issues, such as drinking games.”
“I don’t really think it had the
chance to become a specific problem at Xavier because the action
[to ban the beverages at the state
level]was so swift,” Dr. Shelby
Allen, clinical psychologist at the
McGrath Health and Wellness
Center, said.
However, Allen plans to include information on caffeinated
alcoholic beverages in a new campaign about alcohol and other
drug prevention and education
this spring.
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Hello Saints: Meet Father Al Bischoff
By Molly boes
Asst. News Editor

Fr. Albert Bischoff, SJS.,
campus minister for the
Center for Faith and Justice,
is known for greeting students with a friendly “Hello,
Saints.”
Before coming to
Xavier, Bischoff taught at
several schools and acted as a
Diocesan priest. The Xavier
Newswire recently had the opportunity to talk with Bischoff
about his experiences both at
and away from Xavier.
Xavier Newswire: Where did
you go to college and what did you
study?
Fr. Bischoff: I went to
Xavier University and studied history, education and
English.
XN: What did you do before
you went into the priesthood?
Fr. B: I taught in the Brown
City School system for a year
in Fayetteville, Oh. I worked
with eighth graders, sophomores and juniors and taught
English, arithmetic, eighth
grade geography, sophomore
world history, junior American
history and senior social
studies.
I also directed the school
play and advised the school
newspaper. While working
there, I lived in a little town

of just over 400 people and it
was wonderful.
XN: When did you become a
priest?
Fr. B: I became a priest in
1956 with the archdiocese of
Cincinnati.
XN: What is your favorite
Xavier-related memory?
Fr. B: All of them are wonderful, but I guess my favorite
memories are the memories of
the students I have met.
During the Kent State Riots,
I held Mass on what is now
the academic mall with about
1,500 students. It was the time
of the Vietnam War. There
was a lot of hatred and anger,
but we were able to come together and say mass, and it was
very powerful.
My most treasured memory
is working here and meeting
students. They have kept me
young and interested, and I
feel very blessed to be here.
To be honest, it seems like
every day I am aware of the
presence of God because of
them. My favorite time with
students, being honest and not
pious, is 4 p.m. mass, I just
love being with them.
XN: What made you want to
come back to Xavier?

Fr. B: After teaching for 12
years at Elder High School and
one year teaching at a seminary,
I got an invitation to come
work at Campus Ministry. I
worked here at Xavier for five
years before taking a parish
for six years and becoming a
Jesuit.
I then went to Augustana
College, a Lutheran college,
and I learned a lot from them,
including that Catholicism is
the right religion for me.
I then came back to Xavier
for four years, before going to
Brebeuf Preparatory School
in Indianapolis where I served
as Rector.
XN: What is one piece of advice
you would give to Xavier students?
Fr. B: Don’t second guess
your choices, plant yourself
and give yourself a chance for
Xavier to love you and you
to love Xavier. None of us
are perfect, so love yourself
as you are because that’s how
God loves you.
XN: Is there anything else we
should know about you?
Fr. B: My favorite books are
James Hilton’s “Goodbye, Mr.
Chips” and Harper Lee’s “To
Kill a Mockingbird”, both of
which were made into movies,
but the books were better.
I am also very thankful and

- Paid Advertisement -

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

Photo courtesy of daylife.com

After teaching at many schools and colleges, Fr. Bischoff brings unique
experiences to Xavier’s campus and offers life advice to Xavier’s students.

blessed and surprised at how
nice the students are to me. I
think I am enjoying life more
in my 80s than at any other
point in my life. So do not be
afraid of getting old, it is a

wonderful journey.

Lizzie Glaser, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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MIDAS students collect donations, give health screenings
Xavier Newswire

Police
Notes
Nov. 18, 1:51 p.m.–
Officers reported a strong
odor of marijuana in one
of the residence halls. With
the assistance of Residence
Life, a room search was
conducted and a small
amount of marijuana and
other drug paraphrenalia
was confiscated.
Nov. 18, 9:47 p.m.– A
student was carjacked at
gunpoint while sitting in his
or her vehicle on Winding
Way. The suspects were last
seen driving west on Dana
Avenue in a blue Dodge
Caravan. The student was
not injured and Cincinnati
Police was notified. Upon
receiving notification, a
county-wide broadcast de-

Photo courtesy of reachoutlokata.org

Xavier nursing graduate students collected donations for Reach Out Lakota, a non-profit organization in
West Chester. The students also provided free blood pressure and blood sugar screening.

ally provides its turkeys was cut,
and ROL was left to provide 100
meals solely through donations.
“People think of West
Chester and Lakota as well-todo areas, so no one donates to
them,” second year graduate student Staci Burkhart said. “But
[ROL] is not affiliated with the
government or a church; they
are reliant on donations.”
Despite this limitation, ROL
goes through 1,000 pieces of
clothing and 18,000 pounds of
food a year.
tailing the car was transmitted and five days later the car
was found and returned to its
owner.
Nov. 20, 1:24 a.m.– Xavier
Police apprehended two students who had stolen license
plate brackets, which were
forcefully removed from two
cars in the south campus lot,
in their possession. The students were cited for criminal damage and underage
consumption.
Nov. 21, 11:10 p.m.–
Xavier Police cited two students in Buenger Hall for drug
abuse and failure to cooperate with University officials
when the two were caught in
possession of marijuana.
Nov. 22, 9:35 a.m.–
Physical Plant reported multiple exterior light fixtures
damaged at the Village.
Nov. 23, 11:18 a.m.– An
employee reported the theft

The MIDAS program collected donations for ROL in
the weeks leading up to the
Thanksgiving dinner and was
able to provide more than 100
food and clothing items.
The students also provided
optional blood pressure and
blood sugar screenings free of
charge. They screened 75 people, one third of which either
had hypertension or borderline
hypertension.
Since there is no free health
clinic in West Chester, the stuof a Christmas wreath from
a light pole on University
Drive.

dents recommended diet treatments and offered the names
and locations of nearby clinics.
“There are a lot of people
in the area with no insurance,”
Burkhart said. “Since we have
nursing skills, we did a basic
screening and point them to resources in the community that
can help them get what they
need healthcare-wise. We were
able to educate the population
on the importance of health issues, and help impact the lives
of those that we encountered.”

The community engagement
requirement is only one unique
aspect of Xavier’s MIDAS program, which offers a Master’s
in Nursing to students who did
not study nursing as undergraduates. The program, now in its
fifth year, takes up to 35 students each year.
These students spend the
majority of their first year in a
classroom setting learning basic
assessment skills and their second year in a largely practical
setting.
Students, on average, do 100
more clinical hours than undergraduates (approximately four
hours of work is equal to one
clinical hour), and also work
with the community, such as in
a hospital, elementary school or
correctional facility.
The students enter the program with a variety of undergraduate degrees, and leave as a
CNL, Clinical Nurse Leader.
“Having a Bachelor’s Degree
in something else is a very positive aspect of the program,”
graduate student Jeanna Staun
said.
“It gives you extra knowledge that supplements and
helps you understand the material in a much more mature way.
We bring our undergraduate degrees into what we’re learning,
and it enhances what we do.”

- Paid Advertisement -

Nov. 24, 12:55 a.m.– A resident assistant reported damage done to an emergency
exit sign in the Commons.

Note of the

Week

Nov. 19, 1:45 p.m. –
Xavier Police investigated a
report of a suspicious subject operating a bike near the
Hoff Academic Quad. The
subject had a clear plastic
bag over his or her head and
was screaming. The nonstudent was transferred to
the Cincinnati Mobile Crisis
Unit and was later transported to the University
Hospital Psychiatry.
,

By lizzie Glaser
Campus News Editor
On Nov. 22, six Xavier graduate nursing students, along
with the rest of the Masters of
Science in Nursing direct entry
as a second degree (MIDAS)
program, provided free blood
pressure and blood sugar
screenings as well as food and
clothing donations to support
Reach Out Lakota (ROL), a
West Chester based non-profit
organization.
The students Staci Burkhart,
Ashley Martin-O’Daniels, Joe
Perazzo, Mary Fillios, Cori
Gelvin and Lauren Stengerare
all in their second year of the
MIDAS program, a 20 month,
five semester program that graduates students with a Master’s
Degree in Nursing and a Clinical
Nurse Leader certification.
In the second year of the
program, students are required
to perform a community assessment; selecting a community and determining where its
healthcare needs lie.
After selecting West Chester,
the group became involved with
ROL, which provides food,
cleaning supplies, clothing and
other household items to families who live in the area or the
Lakota district.
On Nov. 22, ROL hosted its
annual Thanksgiving dinner,
where it provided 100 families
with a full Thanksgiving meal.
This year, the program that usu-
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- Paid Advertisement Available for 2011 school year.
Housing also available immediately. 5 houses One block
from campus. 2, 3, and 4 full
size bedrooms. Large houses,
walk to campus, other student
housing immediately next door.
Laundry, fully equipped kitchens, plenty of parking, clean and
well equiped.
513-616-3798 or email doug.

spitz@cbws.com for information.
Wonderful apartments across
from campus. June or August for
summer and/or NEXT year. ONE
bedroom up to FOUR bedrooms.
cinciVEGAN@juno.com
Roommate wanted for Spring
Semester. Walk to campus.
$300/month plus 1/4

Classifieds

utility bill. Remodeled with new
everything. Free WiFi and laundry. Place is really spacious.
Call Jon (513)236-9756

Walk to Campus rentals for
2011-2012 school year. Two 4
bedroom, 2 bath large
apartments have been completely remodeled and include
free WiFi and free laundry. One

6 bedroom, 2 bath also available (renovations begin Jan ‘11).
513-317-1902
4030 Crosley 45212, 3BR, 2.5
car garage, walking distance to
XU, No Pets, Begins June 2011
for 2011-2 school year, New AC,

bathroom, bedroom, Quiet safe
street, $1050/mon, non-coin
washer and dryer, additional
appliances and furnishings,
Contact: Dan 513-305-9647
dpp97@hotmail.com

For classified orders and information, please call Emily Klein at 513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu
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EDITORIAL | Parking problems

You can’t fight city hall

For every Xavier student there seems to be a hierarchy of things
we all agree to complain about. On a yearly basis we have now learned
to complain about having to go to class on Sustainability Day; on a
monthly level we seem to agree that it is absurd to close the only stairwell in Gallagher Student Center for cleaning in the middle of the day;
and during the winters we make sure to allot some time in our planners
to sharpening our spears to deathly points and attacking anyone responsible for the quagmire that involves the convergence of an automobile,
a slab of blacktop and a Xavier men’s basketball game.
Since we have become so practiced at complaining about the issue
and the horrors of having to walk 300 more yards to class, our sense
of what to complain about has been heightened. Whether it is being
stopped on Cleaney Avenue and forced to show an ALL Card or being
given a ticket for parking in a spot one is normally allowed to park in,
nearly every driver on campus has a horror story to tell.
Yet, just as the complaining has gone for naught ever since Cintas
Center opened in 2000, there are no signs of the students winning the
parking battle any time soon. The 440 parking spaces currently available
to students are likely all we are going to get unless Charlie Gallagher
feels like having a $4.6 million cement parking structure named after
him as well.
So even if the current parking system appears to put the student
body second to athletic profit, it is here to stay regardless of how much
students complain. You can cross that one off your planner now.

EDITORIAL | ROTC scholarship fund

The gravy train is over

Although we are disappointed to hear that the ROTC scholarship
fund is no longer able to cover all the cadets who wish to enroll, the
Newswire considers this positive news, on balance. When the seniors on
our staff were preparing to leave high school, we recall being virtually
guaranteed a significant or total scholarship for enlisting, even if exceptions had to be made to the normal criteria.
Back then, the media frequently reported on the military’s concern
about a return to the chronic under-recruitment of the late 90s after
the patriotic fervor inspired by Sept. 11 succumbed to war weariness,
leaving the military with worrisome shortfalls by 2005. Predictably, the
government’s eagerness to fill boots during this period led to lower
standards.
We doubt we are alone when we speak of the vague feeling we experienced a few years ago that patriotic accolades had lost some of their
resonance, though we dare not make John Kerry’s mistake by trying to
articulate that emotion. Even so, there is a reason nobody ever bothers
to explain what happens when you scrape the bottom of the barrel.
So, at the risk of being insufficiently sympathetic toward individuals
who sometimes have access to firearms, we are glad that the military is
now able to scale back recruitment incentives while still surpassing recruitment goals. Not only does this represent much-needed cost savings
at a time when Congress is determined to make a half-hearted commitment to budget cuts, but now the funding still left for military scholarships can be employed toward luring the best and brightest away from
higher-paying jobs in other fields, rather than high school graduates wavering between trade school and being assistant manager at GameStop.
Certainly, the recent economic downturn has played a role in boosting recruitment, but that is no reason for pessimism, either. Considering
the current debate over public sector wages, it is evident that government can never compete with the compensation offered to highlyskilled individuals in the private sector. As such, government is most
competent when times of national emergency provide a motive higher
than profit. And anyway, if the private sector isn’t going to use them for
the moment, why shouldn’t government put idle talents to work?
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 452072129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect the
sentiments of the entire staff. They are also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not
necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Doug Tifft, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Casey Selzer, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

Letters to the editor
How to complain
without really
trying
Complaining, whining, and
criticizing, seem to be Xavier students’ favorite past time. As a senior, I’ve been living on campus
for three and a half years and it
is my conclusion that everyone
at XU thinks they’re perfect —
even me. Why else would I write
a whole letter complaining about
other people complaining? The
caf is bad. Parking is hard. My
class is too difficult, too easy; too
early in the morning, too late at
night. Norwood is scary. There
are no concerts on campus. There
are not enough parties. There are
too many parties. This school
is too small. This school is getting too big. The student section
is too rowdy. They’re not rowdy
enough. The construction is noisy.
Scheduling my classes is challenging. The cats near Brockman
won’t let me pet them. Xavier is
expensive. The bookstore is expensive. The basketball team gets
privileges that I don’t. I’m perfect;
everyone else is a screw up! These
are just a few of Xavier students’
favorite things to bash.
If one didn’t know better, they
would think we were all forced
to go to this school and had no
choice but to deal with how horrible it apparently is. I’m no exception to the trend. I complain and
whine and criticize as much as the
next Musketeer. However, I think
we need to take a step back and
try to appreciate just how good we
have it.
Our school is expanding its

campus facilities and the Xavier
brand so quickly and effectively
that we are more popular than
ever. As a result, more students
are applying than ever before. Are
we too good to be inconvenienced
by construction crews getting an
early start on building things specifically for us?
Our basketball teams are consistently two of the best in the nation. They play in an amazing arena that’s about one hundred yards
away from a lot of our rooms. We
get to watch them live with all of
our friends — for free! I’m going
to say it again in case you missed
that — FOR FREE! Are we too
good to be inconvenienced by
parking somewhere else because
the people who actually do pay
need to park as well?
The Xavier curriculum is excellent. Our core is extensive. Our
class sizes are small. Our professors know us. The work is challenging and prepares us for good
careers. Xavier is an awesome
school. People are friendly. The
campus is beautiful and you can
write on the walls in the CLC.
I’m all for being critical.
Mistakes get made and we need to
recognize them. However, complaining solves nothing and, let’s
not forget, the responsibilities
and challenges we face in college
are nothing compared to what we
get to deal with in the real world.
Xavier is great. I love Xavier but
whining about everything is a
pretty poor way to show it.
So here’s my suggestion: Let’s
all grow up a little bit, swallow
our pride, and deal. Don’t like the
caf ? Cook for yourself. Don’t like
the parking? Ride the bus or get a
bike. Scared of Norwood? Don’t
walk alone after dark. Not enough

concerts? Go see one off campus
like every other person does. Is the
student section not loud enough?
Yell louder! Not enough parties?
Make more friends. Are you jealous of the basketball team? Find
your own talent and use it. Are
your books too expensive? Don’t
buy them. Can’t catch the cats?
Get smarter than the cats. Still
don’t like Xavier? Transfer.
Jacob Reft |‘11
Editor’s note:
As the Fall semester draws to a
close, it is once again time for the
Newswire to begin accepting applications for new staff. This means
we are looking for individuals to
serve as staff writers, photographers, editorial columnists, and
copy editors.
In addition, most of the section editors have yet to designate
successors for next year. As a result, those editors will be choosing an assistant from among their
page’s contributing writers during
the next semester.
Openings are by no means
limited to underclassmen, and no
previous experience is necessary.
Even seniors are encouraged to
apply, though obviously not for
assistant editor positions. And
if you don’t know whether the
Newswire will be right for you, we
welcome you to submit an application and give us a try, with no hard
feelings if you decide to quit.
All new staff applications
should be sent to newswire@
xavier.edu. For your convenience,
applications can be accessed and
submitted via the “Applications”
link on the Newswire home page
(which now has its own tab on the
portal!).
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An inconvenient fallacy

Since first bringing a car to
school nearly four semesters ago,
I have relied heavily on the stretch
of Ledgewood Avenue which runs
to the north of campus across
Victory Parkway for most of my
parking needs. And I know many
others have relied on this stretch
as well. So imagine my surprise
when I return from the recent
Thanksgiving break to find that
while the rest of us were preoccupied with our feasts, Cincinnati
Police had been
hard at work installing new “no
parking” signs up
and down both
sides of that road.
Yet no sooner
could I mentally
articulate my astonishment than
I was forced to
acknowledge the
obvious, horrifying truth. The
signs
stipulate
that their provisions remain in
effect between 9
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday; in other words, they blatantly target Xavier students.
Now, far be it from me to take
the side of students reflexively;
my decision to rent an apartment after leaving the dorms betrays my sympathy for many of
the complaints residents make
about Xavier students. And in
this instance it is easy to see why
residents of Ledgewood would
complain about students parking
on their street. By my estimate,
at least 30 students park(ed) on
Ledgewood at any given point
during the school day. On aver-

age, this means that each of those
30 parking spaces could hold six
different students’ cars over a 28period school week, for a grand
total of approximately 180 students parking within a 1/8 mile
stretch of road every day.
The present solution, however,
is so poorly devised as to elicit a
rather cynical interpretation of its
origin, at least in my mind. Given
the effective time period of the
restrictions, there are two logical reasons why
residents might
have
complained.
The
most obvious
is the congestion alluded to
above, though
a second explanation might be
the tendency of
some students
to push the
envelope with
their proximity to driveways
and mailboxes
in their rush to
get to class. In either case, the
city’s solution is an insult to those
residents.
If congestion motivated residents to complain, one suspects
that it was not an unobstructed
view of nearby manholes they desired so much as the ability to use
those spaces themselves. From
my own observations, I am aware
of at least four houses in that area
which hire landscapers weekly, one
which is being remodeled, and at
least three others are occupied by
stay-at-home moms. According
to the Cincinnati Municipal Code,
the same criteria for congestion

•
When the size of the freshman class exceeded expectations by 400 students two years ago, Residence Life
was caught unprepared and had to resort to “maximum
(read: in excess of maximum) occupancy” policies.  The
Xavier Mailing Center, on the other hand, adapted deftly
by streamlining their operations, freeing up enough space
to accommodate not only that unexpected increase, but also
the planned increase from the new residence hall next year.  
So does that mean that Residence Life is actually less efficient than the postal service?
•
Bravo to Joe Christman for taking the initiative to
install a computer lab in Gallagher which actually meets the
needs of students.  While others are content with stuffing
a handful of computers in some far off corner of campus,
Christman recognized that the loss of the 24-hour computer
Op-Ed Editor
lab in Gallagher went beyond just machines.  Due to its
centralized location, Gallagher is by far the most convenient and efficient location for a printing station.  And it
won’t hurt that the new lab will be used as a “quick stop” to
minimize congestion.
•
Apparently, an employee alerted Xavier Police to
the theft of a wreath from a light pole on campus.  Immaturity provides a motive for the otherwise senseless crime,
but we are more surprised that anyone even noticed the
wreath was missing.
•
In an even more senseless act of vandalism, two students (I repeat: students) were caught stealing license plate
brackets from cars on campus.  License plate brackets?  Really?  Have we nothing better to do with our time?
•
The recent resignation of Abdullah Alkoblan from
the SGA Senate has given that body an opportunity to
shield itself from suspicions of cronyism by holding a
special election to fill his seat.  After all, who would know
better than the students which candidate is best able to “act
If there’s one thing that I have want the one house on Wayland
as a bridge between them and the administration?”  What’s
learned
in the second year of the where Jared fell down the stairs.
that?...They’ve already decided to appoint someone?...I
supposed
four greatest years of Or the other house on Hudson
see…Have they thought about re-election?...

Peter
Fricke
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which permit time-interval parking restrictions are also sufficient
for the city to grant residential
parking permits to local residents.
This would still free up most of
the street, but it would also allow
students living in and adjacent to
the North Avondale community
to use some of the spaces to cut
20 minutes from their walk to
school.
But then, it is hard to imagine
that a city council member sensitive enough to their constituency’s
concerns to take action on them
would bypass the solution most
beneficial to those concerned.
Perhaps, then, the primary concern of local residents might have
been parking violations. Again
from my own experience, I can attest that on a given school day the
street’s lone mailbox was almost
certainly obstructed and few if any
driveways could boast complete
clearance on both sides. In this
case, the imperfect solution, while
still puzzling, loses precedence in
light of the larger question of why
any municipal solution, or non-solution, would have been necessary
to address conditions which were,
after all, already prohibited.
I suppose it is naïve to search
for logic in the actions of government, though. Where I envisioned
a local official responding dutifully
to the cares of a limited constituency, there is in all likelihood a torn
and yellowed page, its letters bearing the unmistakable haphazardness of a typewriter, sitting within
a dictionary-thick binder in a desk
in the offices of the Division of
Traffic Engineering which reads,
“Complaints (student parking) —
Solution: restrict parking during
school hours.”

Buyer beware: a guide to renting

my life, it is that money can buy
me happiness. This statement
may be shallow and disgusting
to everyone that has ever taken
theology or philosophy, but if
you have ever had the Pizza Sub
from Subway after
one o’clock in the
morning on a
Friday night, you’d
know exactly what
I’m talking about.
This being said,
students should listen up. Our money is not something to be pilfered
around with and
tossed away like a
caf dinner. Our
money is precious.
We like our stuff
to be cheap and inexpensive, but satisfying and delicious. So I say it is
time that we take back the property market and save ourselves from
the burning holes in our pockets.
Every year, land lords take
advantage of overeager students
wishing to pay top dollar to finally
get the “sickest crib” in which to
party on the weekends. Everyone
wants the memorabilia of their
partying career, if you will. They

where Joey did his first keg stand.
To students, these houses are
priceless. But they do have a price.
Landlords see this in us and use it
to take advantage of the market.
Don’t get me wrong, living offcampus sounds
like a ton of
fun, but is there
a need to throw
money at these
dilapidated,
rundown, no
good houses?
Here
are
some guidelines
for taking back
the power of
the off-campus
house.
Rule
No. 1: Take a
look around.
Chances
are
that there are
going to be plenty of houses that
you will enjoy. To be honest, most
of them are pretty similar save
for a leaky faucet or a hole in the
wall.
Second, meet your landlord.
And when I say meet your landlord, I mean look them in the
eye and shake their hand. Don’t
e-mail them and be done with it.
The landlord, in case you weren’t

Jake

Heath

News Editor

aware, owns the land. If something goes wrong with it, he will
be the one to fix it. You’re going
to need to know the person that
keeps up with the house, if he
even does at all.
Last, take your time. Every
landlord has a favorite story they
like to tell to get your signature
on that lease as fast as possible.
They’ve got other people looking
at the house. The lease will expire
soon. Their mother is in the hospital. Their dog just had surgery. If
they could sell their grandmother
for your signature, they’d do it in
a heartbeat. Regardless, none of
these should influence your ability
to find a house, so take your time.
These guidelines are small
ones, but like clockwork, every
year a student will pass me with
the same sob story of how their
landlord wouldn’t fix the drain or
their ceiling is peeling off, or that
their rent is too high.
Let’s stop this madness. If students want better houses for better prices, let’s demand them! Let’s
have those landlords kissing our
rings and cleaning our feet. Let’s
have them begging to come live in
their houses. Let’s get them to get
their acts together and get some
quality houses for some quality
prices. Let’s set our expectations a
little higher and see if then they’ll
still have our business.
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Defense driving
5-1 start for XU
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Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Junior Tu Holloway is averaging 25.0 points per game this season, sixth best in the country.

Continued from page 1
Holloway has seen his scoring increase dramatically.
Holloway scored 54 percent
of Xavier’s points against Seton
Hall, finishing with a career-high
31 points. With 17 seconds left in
the game, Holloway made an offbalance three-pointer while falling
out-of-bounds to break the 52-52
tie.
“He makes plays down the
stretch,” head coach Chris Mack
said. “There aren’t many players
that I’ve coached that love that
[big] moment more than Tu.”
The Musketeers defeated Seton
Hall 57-52.
The guard play for the
Musketeers takes on added importance when the frontcourt gets
in foul trouble.
At the end of the Iowa game
the Musketeers went with a short
lineup, playing four guards at
times because of foul trouble in
the frontcourt.
Junior Kenny Frease and sophomore Jeff Robinson both fouled
out within 30 seconds of each
other with more than five minutes
remaining. Although they fouled
out early, Frease contributed eight
points and Robinson had 15 off
the bench.
Xavier defeated Iowa 86-73.
Rebounding, both defensively
and offensively, suffers when senior Jamel McLean, Frease or
Robinson get into foul trouble.
Foul trouble struck early
for the Musketeers against Old
Dominion. Frease and McLean
both picked up two fouls in the
first half, severely limiting their
minutes.
The Musketeers were outrebounded 36-25 against Old
Dominion and lost the game 6758.
When the frontcourt is not in
foul trouble, the Musketeers have
been able to secure rebounds and
play effective defensively.
With just over four minutes to
play against Wofford, the Terriers
took their largest lead of the night
at 58-50, and the Musketeers
turned to their defense to get
them back in the game.
With just under four minutes to play, Holloway sank two

free throws. Holloway would go
on to convert eight consecutive
free throw attempts in a row and
McLean made a layup to tie the
game at 60.
In three out of Wofford’s
four possessions in that time the
Musketeers wound down the shot
clock and forced either a hurried
shot or a turnover.
“I was proud of our kids because we got back in the game,
not because Wofford missed some
free throws or a wide open jump
shot,” Mack said. “We earned
the right to get back in the game
defensively.”
Even when the defense and
guards are playing well, it never
hurts to have luck as well.
The Musketeers forced overtime against Wofford. With five
seconds left in the first overtime
and the Musketeers down 73-70,
Holloway drove for a layup to cut
the lead to one. Blown coverage
on the ensuing inbounds play led
to an easy layup for Wofford to
push the lead back to three with
2.2 seconds left.
Senior Danté Jackson was
fouled at half court on the inbounds play. Jackson made the
first free throw and intentionally
missed the second. The bounce
off the rim was high enough
that senior Jamel McLean could
get decent position. McLean and
Wofford senior Tim Johnson went
for the rebound. The tip back went
inot the basket with 0.9 seconds
left, forcing double-overtime.
With the Musketeers trailing
84-83 with eight seconds left in
the second overtime, McLean
went 1-2 from the free throw line
to tie the game.
On the inbounds play, Wofford
took the ball down the court.

They lost control of the ball in
traffic in the paint. Wofford senior
Cameron Rundles picked the ball
up and hit what appeared to be a
game-winning shot. After reviewing the play, the referees ruled he
did not get the shot off in time
and the game went to a third
overtime.
The Musketeers finally sealed
the 94-90 victory with a Holloway
layup with nine seconds left.
Outside of the top six scorers
for the Musketeers—Holloway,
sophomore Mark Lyons, McLean,
Frease, Jackson and Robinson—
the Musketeers have received five
points this season depth continues
to be an issue.
The Musketeers will take on
Miami (OH) tonight at 7 p.m. The
Muskies have won the last two
meetings against the RedHawks,
but lost the last time they travelled
to Oxford, three years ago. In fact
the Musketeers are 3-4 in their last
seven visits to Oxford.
The RedHawks are 2-4.
However, three of their losses
are at the hands of No. 1 Duke,
No. 17 San Diego State and No. 2
Ohio State.
Defense will be key in what
should be a low scoring affair.
Excluding four overtime periods
this season, the Musketeers are
averaging 65.6 points per game
in regulation, 73.2 including the
overtimes.
Miami averages 55 points per
game, and historically under the
direction of head coach Charlie
Coles, have been a defensive oriented team. Despite playing offensive powerhouses Duke and
Ohio State, averaging 91.3 and
81.2 points per game respectively,
the RedHawks are holding opponents to under 70 points a game.

Holloway’s fast start
Junior point guard Tu Holloway is currently sixth in the
country in scoring, averaging 25.0 ppg. Here is how his stats
compare to the other top scorers. All stats are per game.
Player

School

Points Assits Steals 3P made FT made

K. Walker UConn. 30.0
A. Oliver San Jose St. 27.8
A. Bose
Nichols St. 27.4
R. Johnson Miss. St.
27.3
D. Simms
App. St.
T. Holloway Xavier

26.5
25.0

3.6
2.8

2.2
0.4

2.6
1.4

7.8
7.6

2.6

1.0

2.8

8.6

0.8
4.5
4.3

0.5
2.0
1.3

4.5
4.0
2.0

5.3
7.5
10.3
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Soccer ends with
tourney loss to WVU
By Shane Mulvihill

Staff Writer
All season long, men’s soccer
head coach Andy Fleming had
been telling his Musketeers to try
to go 1-0 in every game and things
would take care of themselves.
Apparently the team received the
message loud and clear and played
its best season in school history.
It was a season of ups and
downs but the single-game mentality kept the team from getting
too down about a loss and to high
about a win.
Always the underdog, the
Musketeers flew under the radar
of most Xavier fans and Atlantic
10 opponents.
After a rough start to the season, the Musketeers quietly began
knocking off conference foes.
At the end of the season, they
were able to sneak into the A-10
championship as the sixth and
final seed. They then proceeded
to defeat the tournament’s top
three seeded teams to win the
conference championship and
Xavier’s first bid to the NCAA
championship.
The key to the team’s success
was defense. The Musketeers set
the school record for most shutouts in a season and was the only
team to win the conference championship by not allowing a single
goal.
While the team was taking
care of business on the field, assistant coach Kris Bertsch and
the Xooligans were taking care of
business off the field. By midsea-

son, the Xavier community had
already broken the season attendance record and the single game
attendance record.
Unfortunately for the fans of
Xavier soccer, the season came
to an end on Nov. 18 when the
team lost to West Virginia. The
Musketeers jumped out to a very
early lead with two goals coming
in the first five minutes. The first
goal was netted by sophomore
James Queree in the third minute
on a redirect of a header from
sophomore Luke Spencer. The
second goal came on an own goal
by West Virginia in the fifth minute to put the Musketeers up 2-0.
Xavier was not able to hold
off the West Virginia offense. The
Mountaineers went on to score
four unanswered goals, including
three by Franck Tayou. The game
ended with West Virginia winning
by a score of 4-2.
The Musketeers held their
heads high after the game. They
accomplished more this season
than in any other season in men’s
soccer history. Fleming called
himself the “proudest college soccer coach in America” following
the game.
As the season comes to a close
and the team bids farewell to departing seniors, attention already
turns to the future of Xavier
soccer.
“Recruiting wise, I think this
[season] will open some eyes, but
we will be careful to not get away
from our commitment to attracting the right people, as opposed to
the best players,” Fleming said.

Volleyball falls in A-10
By Scott Mueller

Sports Editor
A 3-2 loss at Lipscomb on
Saturday closed out the season for
the Xavier volleyball team. The
team finished 20-10 and in second
place in the Atlantic 10.
The previous week, the
Musketeers were playing in the
A-10 championship game and
fighting for an NCAA tournament bid.
On Nov. 20, the No. 2 seeded
Musketeers knocked off Saint
Louis 3-1 to advance to the championship match.
“[The match against] SLU was
a gritty, tough, emotional battle,” first-year head coach Mike
Johnson said. “It took a lot to beat
them and we were happy we did.
The next day, in the championship match, the Musketeers fell
3-0 to the Dayton Flyers for the
third time this season.
Coming into the match, the
Musketeers were confident. The
last meeting between the two
schools was a narrow 3-2 victory
by Dayton at Cintas Center, in
which no set was decided by more
than two points.
“We would have had to play
a very, very good match [to beat
Dayton] and we just played OK,”
Johnson said.
Not only did the team get a
new head coach this season, but
they also underwent a systematic
and philosophical change in the

way they approached the game.
Based on the RPI rankings,
Johnson estimates that if his team
could have won the Lipscomb
match they would have had a
chance at an at large bid to the
NCAA tournament.
“The troubling thing is looking
back at matches where we felt we
could have or should have won
and didn’t,” Johnson said. “There
are a few games where [if we can
get a victory], we’re in the NCAA
tournament. That’s both troubling
and exciting.”
Senior Claire Paszkiewicz and
junior Michelle Matia were named
to the A-10 All-Conference first
team.
Paszkiewicz led the A-10 in
assists.
Sophomore Stephanie Vorherr
finished first in the A-10 in digs
and was named the A-10 Libero
of the year. She was also named to
the All-Conference second team.
Seniors Shannon Voors and
Chelsea Campbell were also
named to the second team. Voors
was second in the A-10 in kills.
The team will lose seniors
Campbell, Paszkiewicz, Voors and
Shannon Wells.
“We’re excited about what the
foundation that these seniors laid,
and we’ll miss them for sure,”
Johnson said. “They were all talented players and we’ll have to rebuild, but we’re excited where this
thing can go.”

Sports
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By Jocelyn Taylor
Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier women’s basketball team finished a 4-0 home
stand during Thanksgiving break
with wins against Louisville, Troy,
Delaware State, and Mississippi
Valley State.
Two years ago, Louisville journeyed to Cintas Center and beat
the then-No. 15 Musketeers 66-55.
On Nov. 23, however, the game
proved to be different.
Seniors Amber Harris, Ta’Shia
Phillips and Special Jennings, starting members of that 2008 squad,
sought to avenge that loss Tuesday
at their first home opener of the
season.
The Cardinals were looking to
repeat their past success against
the Muskies. They jumped out to a
7-2 start against the home team in
the first half after nailing back-toback three-point shots. Xavier was
rusty and made poor passes that
were picked off by alert Louisville
players.
Xavier also had to deal with
Phillips being on the bench due to
early foul trouble. Louisville took
advantage of the absent hulking
center and drove down the lane
widening the scoring margin 2010. Senior Megan Askew came off
the bench for Xavier and provided
a spark on both sides of the ball
for the Muskies, but two quick
fouls put her back on the bench.
After the Cardinals made another wide-open layup, head coach
McGuff called time and got right
into Harris’ face demanding more
drives to the basket. Harris got

Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita

Senior Ta’Shia Phillips is averaging 15.0 points per game and 11.2 rebounds per game.

the message and lit up the scoreboards to bring the team back into
the game. The Muskies trailed by
three, 28-31, at the half.
Xavier came out much stronger in the second half. Sophomore
Katie Rutan tied the game at 31
with a three-pointer, and senior
Special Jennings gave the team
their first lead with a three-pointer
of her own.
The
Muskies
outscored
Louisville 43-28, shooting 64-percent from the field and 57-percent
from behind the arc. Harris had 28
points, 18 rebounds, three steals
and two blocks. Jennings and junior Tyeasha Moss also pitched

in, scoring 13 and 11 respectively.
Phillips fouled out of the game
with five points and six rebounds.
“She’s got to play with a [greater] sense of urgency,” McGuff
said. “She’s such a special player and she’s got to bring that
consistently.”
The Trojans were coming off
their first win of the season when
they pulled in to Cintas on Friday,
but the Muskies sent them back
home with a 97-37 loss.
Rutan did not play due to a
sore ankle. She is expected to play
Tuesday in the Mississippi Valley
State game.
After limited minutes in the

Louisville game, Phillips led her
team to a win with 29 points and
15 rebounds. Harris (16 points),
Askew (12 points), and freshman
Lynette Holmes (11 points) also
reached double figures.
The Musketeers jumped on the
Trojans from the tip-off, going
on a six-minute 22-0 run to start
the game. The Trojans were held
without a point until the 12:04
mark. At halftime the score was
56-13.
The team shot 55 percent from
the field, with everyone scoring
at least once. The Muskies outrebounded the Trojans 54-24.
“We talked about that. Not

letting the score dictate what we
do, good or bad,” McGuff said.
“One thing I like is that we’ve got
balance. I kind of like when we
spread it around. I thought we had
that today. ”
Delaware State put up more of
a fight than Troy, but they too succumbed to Xavier 71-42. Harris
led the way for this win with 23
points and eight rebounds.
Despite the score, Delaware
played tough defense and outrebounded the Muskies offensively 11-9 in the first half.
Askew, who started in this
game and the Troy game, provided
a defensive spark with three steals
in the game. She finished with six
points and six rebounds.
“I knew coming in I was going
to need to play a bigger role, and
they [coaches] made it known that
I needed to step up,” Askew said.
Mississippi Valley State was
another foe easily defeated. The
Muskies beat the Devilettes 85-40
at their annual Youth Day event.
Five Musketeers were in double
figures including freshman Ashley
Wanninger. Wanninger garnered
career highs with 10 points, five
rebounds and five assists.
Harris led the way with 16
points and 5 rebounds and Phillips
had a 13 points 15 rebound double-double game. Moss (14 points)
and sophomore Amber Gray (10
points) reached double figures as
well.
The Musketeers are now 6-0
and will face a stiffer challenge
when they take on the University
of Southern California this
Thursday at 7 p.m.

—Sports Opinion: LeBron James—

Get over it Cleveland James lacks integrity
By Jocelyn Taylor

Asst. Sports Editor
Oh Cleveland Cavaliers fans. I know
some of you are still griping and complaining about LeBron James betraying the
city of Cleveland and going to Miami, but
get over it.
You were blessed with six years of
greatness from a man who took your team
to levels no one could ever have imagined.
James took you to the Eastern Conference
semi-finals three times and two times to
the Eastern Conference Finals. He gave
you a reason to wear a Cleveland jersey
proudly in public, and he never once complained that he hated playing for the Cavs.
Let’s be honest: James is the wronged
one here, not you or the Cavs owner or
the team. All he asked was that GM Danny
Ferry build a team around him so that he
could win a NBA championship. Was that
too much to ask for?
Apparently so because the only available players brought in over the years to
build this championship team were the ailing Ben Wallace, the emotionally disturbed
Delonte West, Anthony Parker (probably
would have been better to get his sister
Candace), and the overweight Shaquille
O’Neal. Are you kidding, Cleveland?
Why should James waste his talents
with a bum team that would rather stand
around and watch him shoot baskets and
not play defense?

Watching Cleveland bounced out of the
playoffs every year was like seeing the Pinky By Shane Mulvihill
and the Brain episodes in real life: “What Staff Writer
The first step to recovery is admitting
are we gonna do next year Bron? The same
you
have a problem…
thing we do every year Cleveland. Try not
Hi,
my name is Shane and I am a
to get our hopes up about making it in the
Cleveland
fan. I’ve been suffering
Finals.”
from
this
condition
for the last 22
T h e
years.
A
fan
with
this
condition
is susfiring of
ceptible
to
self-loathing,
heartbreak,
c o a c h
and the dreaded credence “wait till
M i k e
next year.” I hope that one day I can
Brown
overcome this condition and someand the
day live a normal, productive life.
ridiculous
Let me give some context for the
“LeBr on
debacle
known as “The Decision.”
Day” paIf
you
are
from Cleveland you know
rade drove
the
stories
of heartbreak from genJames to
erations
past:
“The Drive,” “The
Miami
Fumble,”
“The
Shot,” Red-Right-88,
faster than
Jose
Mesa,
and
the list goes on. In
his new
fact,
my
first
memory
as a Cleveland
Nike shoe
fan
was
in
kindergarten
when Art
commerModel
announced
that
he
was movcial.
ing
the
Browns.
If
it
Cleveland is the prototypical
makes you
rust-belt
city. It’s a blue-collar, hardPhoto courtesy of page2live.com
feel better
working,
steel
mill town which has long
Cleveland fans, tomorrow is your day to say
since
seen
its
best
days. One thing that all
all the mean and nasty things you’ve wanted
Clevelanders
know
is SPORTS MATTER.
to say to James when he makes his return
The
reason
that
Cleveland
teams can outto Cleveland. But remember Santa still has
perform
large
market
teams
in ticket sales
his eye on those who are being naughty and
and
revenue
is
because
of
the
unwavering
nice. I would really hate to see you not even
support
of
the
teams
in
the
community.
make it to the Eastern Conference playoffs,
Enter LeBron James, national icon and
just kidding.

local hero as a high schooler, drafted by
the hometown Cavaliers. James may be
the best player to put on a Cleveland jersey since the retirement of the great Jim
Brown. He said all the right things, made
all the right moves and truly made us
all believe that his ultimate goal was not
just to win a championship, but win it in
Cleveland. He was the one chosen to end
Cleveland’s decades of sports misery and
chosen from among Northeast Ohio’s
own.
So as James prepares to visit, tomorrow,
the city he once called home, we are forced
to reflect on his “Decision” this summer.
I could sit here and criticize James by calling him names and questioning his motivation, but why do that? The proof is in the
pudding. I cannot blame a man for moving
on to warmer pastures. What I can criticize him for is his integrity. I think he has
none, plain and simple.
What hurts me most is not his decision
to leave, but the way in which he told me.
To go on national television to publically
embarrass your hometown and do it under
the veil of “charity” clearly demonstrates
the lie that I bought into and shows how
truly selfish James is. “The Decision”
broke the hearts of so many Clevelanders
not because he decided to leave, but because they thought he was about community and winning, not egoism and image.
Hi, my name is Shane. I’m a Cleveland
fan, and I may never recover.
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Spooky Dog gets a few too many bones Spider-man the musical
swings into action (almost)
BY Sarah Wieten

BY Brent Edwards

Managing Editor

The one thing I was not expecting when I watched “Spooky
Dog and the Teenage Mystery
gang,” Nov. 18 at 10 pm, regardless of how many times I had
been warned not to take my children, was the incredible amount
of penis jokes.
If I were to see the play again,
it might have been worthwhile to
make a tally sheet or calculate the
show’s pjpm (penis joke per minute) rate. Don’t mistake this criticism for the prudishness of the
critic; I guess I just assumed that
a show that had a very successful
two year off-Broadway run would
have more depth than that.
There is so much more to
make fun of in Scooby-Doo; the
way all the villains look alike and
practically wear signs declaring
themselves the villain, the totally
rad van painted with flowers, the
way footprints appear in apparently hard surfaces like concrete,
the way the characters inevitably
decide to split up leading to their
doom. I mean, I love a good repetitive phallic symbol joke as
much as the next girl, but this got
to be a bit much.
However, these are largely
problems with the script, and
other than not choosing to do the
play at all, there is little the players can do about what has been
written but act it as best they
can. And as far as that goes, the
portrayal of the traditional charters was perfect down to the last
ascot. Shaggy’s walk (and hair!),
Spooky’s voice and mixed up con-

Arts & Entertainment Editor

The Teen-aged Mystery Gang are on the case.

sonants, Tiffany/Daphne’s undeniable attractiveness despite the
lack of a brain, Thelma/Velma’s
every move and cry of “jinkies,”
and the creeper’s mediocre kidfriendly creepiness were exactly
cartoonish enough and exactly familiar enough. And if they added
some new element to the characters, it made perfect sense. Clearly,
Shaggy might occasionally dabble
in cocaine and or powdered sugar.
Clearly, Thelma/Velma might be a
lesbian. Clearly, Tiffany/Daphne
and Ted/Fred might hook-up...or
wait, did that happen in the original series?
The perfect costumes and
60s/70s commercials were a brilliant touch that really added to
the feeling of watching Saturday
morning cartoons of years past.
The less subtle massive TV set
frame on the stage helped with
that too. However, there were a
few times that I hoped the actors
would mix their skill at copying
the cartoon’s characters and the
feel of the original show with a

Photo courtesy of Lauren Yadlosky

bit of creativity of their own. For
example, based on my knowledge
of the cast and the creativity they
have been known to exhibit in the
past, I was expecting a bit more
out of the elongated strobes chase
scene.
Since this section had no real
lines, the actors were free to add
in whatever they wanted, to twist
this standard element of the genre
in a way that was really clever or
surprising. But they did not. What
they did was funny enough, but it
seemed like a missed opportunity.
They did manage to inject
some new life in the sections that
required ad-libing details that
the audience provided. Thelma/
Velma’s “in the closet” monologue was especially good and
on the spot, if rather breathlessly
delivered. Regardless, I do know I
will never view π quite the same
way again.

Newswire Rating:
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Even with technical difficulties, fans will enjoy the music of U2’s “Bono.”

With its recent public premiere, the long awaited “Spiderman: Turn Off The Dark” sprang
into action at Foxwood Theater in
New York City.
This show, which features the
music of U2, has been a long time
in the making.
The estimated total cost is approaching $65 million, a cost unheard of in theater.
The show went on for over
three hours. It was marred by a
variety of technological errors.
The intricate pulley system that
allows Spider-man to fly over the
heads of the audience members
acted up at least five times, often
leaving Spider-man stranded helplessly in mid-air. This required him
to be saved by the tech crew.
Broadway shows often develop
backup plans in case of technological mishaps, something that

may not be as applicable to a show
such as Spider-Man.
Reviews of the show were decidedly mixed; some criticized the
storytelling as unclear.
The general consensus though
was that the technical errors had
to be worked out before the show
was ready to be put on full-time.
The mistakes have little time to
be fixed as the show consumes an
estimated one million dollars per
week.
“Dreaming up the show, the
scale of it, the flying sequence, the
pop art opera that it is – that was
all pure joy. What we didn’t realize
was how difficult it is to stage this
stuff, both technically and financially,” said Bono about producing
the show.
“Spider-Man: Turn Off The
Dark” is expected to open Jan.11,
2011.

rides board every fifteen minutes
from noon to 5 p.m. on Dec. 4-5,
11-12 and 18-19.
4.BakeChristmas cookies
Cookies are delicious, and they
make great gifts too. They also
provide for an entertaining date,
especially if you aren’t typically
a cook. Look up some online
recipes and try making your own,
then decorate them with icing and
sprinkles.
5.Outdoor activities
It might be cold outside, but
with winter comes fun outdoor
activities! Go sledding, ice skating
or build your own snowman. Have
a snowball fight or build a fort out
of snow. For a quick snack after
all the activity, you could make a
little snow ice cream by mixing
a large bowl of fresh snow with
some sugar, vanilla and milk.
Tastes great!
6.Make your own stockings
Decorate a new pair of white
knee socks and then trade them,
fill them up with goodies, and return to your significant other. For
something a bit more crafty, make
your own stockings out of felt and
use a large stitch to sew them together with yarn.
7.Christmas shopping and gift
wrapping
Both of you need to get
Christmas gifts for your friends
and family, so why not do it together? Go to the mall, buy your
gifts and then return home to

wrap them. At least you can have
fun while getting all your shopping done!
8.Volunteer
This isn’t exactly your traditional date, but hey, it can be fun and it
helps others. Volunteer for a day
at an animal shelter or a nursing
home and see what a difference it
makes to the people you are helping. Not only do you get to spend
time with your significant other,
but you also get to make a stranger’s day a little bit brighter. What
could be better than that?
9.Cartoon classics movie night
Stay in for the night! Grab a
bowl of popcorn, a blanket and
some classic Christmas cartoons
to watch. Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer and Frosty the Snowman
are two great picks to start your
night off.
10.Visit the tree farm
If you still need to get a
Christmas tree, why not visit a local tree farm and cut one down
yourself ? It’s fun, it gives you a
chance to be outdoors and you get
to work your muscles by chopping
down that tree. Plus, the pine trees
always smell wonderful. A good
place to check out would be Big
Tree Plantation in Morrow, Ohio
at www.bigtreeplantation.com.

Newswire’s top 10 date ideas for the Christmas season
BY Rachael Harris

Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

Winter is here, which means
it’s time to snuggle under the covers with your significant other…
right? Well, if you want something
a bit more exciting to do, look no
further. Here are Newswire’s top
10 holiday date ideas, in no particular order.
1.Decorate a gingerbread
house
Gingerbread houses are always fun to make, and if you get
hungry while making it, you can
always snack on some of the candy decorations! If you’re feeling
brave, try baking the gingerbread
yourself. If you’d rather use a kit,
Target has some great inexpensive gingerbread house kits. They
also have some adorable premade Santa and penguin cookie
kits you can buy.
2.Go to the Festival of Lights
A Cincinnati classic, the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Garden’s “Festival of Lights” is
sure to provide a fun night. See
the zoo beautifully decorated
with lights, watch the polar bears
and have a glass of hot apple cider all in the same night. There
are also different festivities going
on around the zoo, including ice
skating, rapping elves, hidden fairies and a MadCap Puppet Theatre
black light show. Visit Santa’s
shop and buy some fudge, or eat
some tasty cinnamon roasted al-
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Bake cookies with your loved one for a great holiday date this Christmas.

monds. The event runs from 5-9
p.m. on Nov. 26 – Jan. 2. Tickets
are $14 and can be purchased online at www.cincinnatizoo.org.
3.Go on a carriage ride
Okay, men. I know this may

not be very exciting for you, but
your girlfriend will LOVE this.
They are FREE, which is a plus.
The carriages board on the corner
of Fifth and Race St. Free carriage

Xavier Newswire
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Christmas gift ideas for your friends
BY Rachael Harris

Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

It’s that time again.
That’s right, it’s time for the
daunting task of purchasing
Christmas gifts.
If you are like a lot of Americans,
shopping for your friends can be a
challenge, especially as a poor college student. Have no fear! The
staff of Newswire is here to help.
Gifts for your boyfriend:
Restaurant gift cards
If your boy is like any other college guy, he would love the idea
of getting food for free. Get him
a gift card to his favorite restaurant and tell him to spend some
time chowing down with his guy
friends.
Need restaurant ideas? Chipotle,
Buffalo Wild Wings and Skyline
are all great ideas. If you’re looking for more of a sit down restaurant, try LaRosa’s or Dewey’s
Pizza. A $20 gift card should
last him at least two trips to the
restaurant.
Video Games
Honestly, I don’t think I know
any college men who don’t have
an X-box 360 or PS3 in their
house or dorm.
I think buying a video game for
their collection would be a great
idea.
Some good game ideas are Call
of Duty: Black Ops, Assassin’s Creed:
Brotherhood, Fall Out: New Vegas and
Halo: Reach. If you can’t afford to
pay full price, usually about $60,
there is a good chance that you
can find cheaper used versions.

The Cincinnati Ballet always puts on an exciting annual performance of “The Nutcracker.”

Gifts for your girlfriend:
Tickets to “the Nutcracker”
Okay, it doesn’t have to be “The
Nutcracker.” However, getting
your girl tickets to somewhere out
of the ordinary like a concert, opera or play could be a good idea.
It is probably something she
would enjoy, and it gives you a
chance to earn some points by
going to the show with her. Some
upcoming events are Playhouse
in the Park’s “A Christmas
Carol,” Cincinnati Ballet’s “The
Nutcracker” or tickets to see
the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.
Probably a little pricey, but definitely worth it.

West’s album a success

Something homemade
I know most men aren’t exactly
crafty, but giving your girlfriend
something homemade would make
her melt, no matter how awful or
cheesy it is. Bake her some cookies (NOT break-n-bake cookies!),
write her a song or make a tied
fleece blanket. None of the above
are expensive and they don’t take a
lot of time. I guarantee as long as
you put some time and effort into
making it, your girl will love it.
Gifts for your best friends:
Slippers
Guys and girls alike would love
slippers, especially if their heater
is broken or their landlord has

Photo courtesy of ofwnow.com

turned off the heat because of a
late payment. Personally, I love
Old Navy’s slippers. They are
comfortable, colorful and super
cheap, which makes them even
better. Women’s slippers are only
$13 and men’s slippers run from
$15 to $20. Go check them out!
Starbucks gift basket
Go to Starbucks, pick out a couple items and voila! You have a gift
that both guys and girls will love.
Even if your friend isn’t a coffee
fan, Starbucks has sweet treats,
mugs and coffee-free drinks to
satisfy. I would recommend purchasing a travel mug along with a
bag or two of chocolate or candy.
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Happy Holidays with the Pops
On December 10-12, Mr.
Christmas himself, John Morris
Russell, conducts the Cincinnati
Pops joined by Grammy Awardwinner Debby Boone.
The Pops also welcomes a
slew of local talent including
singers and dancers from around
Cincinnati.
The Cincinnati Pops is also offering a chance to win tickets to
this beloved holiday classic event.
The contest is simple—send in
your favorite holiday photos to
photocontest@cincinnatipops.
org.
Tickets start at only $20 and
are still available by calling (513)
381-3300 or visiting www.cincinnatipops.org.

New Releases
(as of 11/30)

Black Eyed Peas
The Beginning
Interscope Records
Fefe Dobson
Joy
21 Music
Soulja Boy
The DeAndre Way
Interscope Records
Ron Isely
Mr. I
Kill-A-Hoe
Brent Edwards, A&E Editor
Phone: (858) 692-9838
Newswire-Divisions@xavier.edu

-Paid Advertisement-

BY John Stevens
Staff Writer

The allure of Kanye West,
self-proclaimed “Artist of Our
Generation,” lies in his ability to
validate his grandeur, his bravado
and his unfailing ego with his
music.
Kanye’s previous four CD’s
have all been hits; but it was fair
to wonder how Kanye’s new album, “My Beautiful Dark Twisted
Fantasy,” would compare to his
previous efforts.
“Dark Fantasy” starts the album off with over a minute of
music before Kanye is introduced
by a rolicking chorus which appears in several tracks on the
record.
What may be a clear cut “hit”
off the album, “All of the Lights,”
again hardly features Kanye, the
best moments are found in the
stripped down portions. When
Kanye does enter after Rihanna’s
chorus, that typical “larger-thanlife” feeling returns.
The most impressive aspect
of the album is its flow. Nearly
every song seems to compliment
the next in a fashion that’s almost
unheard of in music today.
“Runaway,” Kanye’s first single, a song featuring Pusha T, is
on the album in an overwhelming
extended cut.
It tops nine minutes, which is
a bit excessive, and for those who
just want to hear the single radio
edit it goes to far long.

THIS MOMENT BEGAN
WITH A CHOICE.
Photo courtesy of virgin .com

Kanye’s Bizarre CD Cover.

Excessive length also detracts
from “Blame Game,” which features John Legend and should
be one of the best tracks on the
album.
Rather than take the second
half and create an interlude track,
it simply drags on.
That being said, even those
two problems are miniscule in the
grand scheme of “My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy.” The effort
West put into these tracks is apparent and highly commendable.
It’s an eloquent mix of pop,
hip-hop, R&B and everything else
you can imagine. It’s even got a
piano solo from Elton John. What
more can you ask for?
With this Cd Kanye’s may have
earned himself an Album of the
Year nomination.

Newswire Rating:
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John Schroeck

Features Editor

Fairfield, OH – In a sleepdeprived state, I still found the
energy to brave sub-freezing
temperatures at 3 a.m. in hopes
of witnessing something exciting, something that would truly
embarrass me as an American
citizen.
The men camped in the tent
at the front of the Best Buy line
were by far the most dedicated
of the individuals with whom
I interacted. They had already
been in line for 35 hours, 37
by the time the store opened at
5 a.m.. This marked their 11th

Black Friday 2010

Stories from the front lines

streamed into the store. By 4:05
a.m. the first people in line were
already leaving with the TVs they
had waited so long to buy. After
15 minutes passed, the line began
to thin and I made my way into
the store and it was packed.
The electronics section was
particularly filled with people,
and I found it difficult to go
anywhere.
I immersed myself into the
crowd and, for a few fleeting
moments, feared I may never
make my way
out — that I
was eternally
trapped
in
Target’s Black
Friday black
hole.
I sought
refuge in the
grocery section, where
the deals were
great and the
people were
few. It was
apparent that
nobody cared
that Pepsi 12packs were
two-for-one.
Everyone was
Newswire photo by John Schroeck
too busy buySome Best Buy customers camped out for nearly 40 hours for Black Friday deals.
ing the criti-

Doug Tifft

Editor-in-Chief

Elmira, NY – Growing up in
Elmira, a town that is best known
for producing the majority of
the world’s fire hydrants and giving birth to Tommy Hilfiger (so
we look cool while we get acquainted with the world’s canine
population, so the joke goes), I
have always known there was not
much to do around town.
Maybe it was the six-hour
drives to get a hamburger or the
games my friends and I attempted to invent that could be played
while driving 60 miles-per-hour
down an empty country road,
but somewhere between age
12 and 18, the realization that I
lived in a town of few diversions
became abundantly clear.
And it appears Black Friday is
another happy example of this.
I am not a Black Friday veteran by any stretch, choosing instead to while away my Fridays
with tryptophan-induced sleep
and a pleasant few hours dunking on an 8-foot rim over a pack
of neighborhood 11-year-olds.
This year I decided to change
course, hopping in the car with
my sister as she attempted to get
a $400 32-inch flatscreen at Best
Buy.
My mom went next-door for
a fake Christmas tree for $40
— and about $100 worth of
grief from any hearty Elmiran
raised on hiking into the woods
and cutting down their own
Douglas Fir for the Christmas

Xavier Newswire

consecutive year waiting in line
at Best Buy for Black Friday
doorbuster deals.
The doors of Target were
scheduled to open at 4 a.m. I
spoke with individuals at the
front of the line, as well as the
police officers present to keep
the chaos minimized. The people at the front of this line had
only been waiting for 10 total
hours — Black Friday amateurs
as far as I’m concerned.
As the doors opened, people

season.
Thinking such items might
not take as much competition
as the Droids and clothing advertised on everything short of
skywriting, we didn’t arrive at the
familiar confines of the Arnot
Mall until 7 a.m. — about an
hour too late apparently.
After circling the lot three
times we cozied up beside a camouflage Ford F-150 full of smiling children, two of whom had
just bought new hunting jackets
at Kohl’s. They informed us that
they wanted a fake Christmas tree
too, but the lot was sold out.
Ten minutes later, we crossed
the TV off the list, as Best
Buy was harder to enter than
Alter Hall at 10:21 a.m. on a
Wednesday. Such things happen
when 5,000 people from a town
of 20,000 descend on one building before the sun rises.
So we just grabbed some free
pretzels at Auntie Anne’s — the
fuel of Black Friday — climbed
back in the car and headed away
from the mall, back to a place
where nothing happens.

John Stevens

Staff Writer

Cleveland, OH – Looking
at the bleak 19-inch TV in my
dorm room, I knew exactly what
I would go after this year for
Black Friday.
The best deal for an upgrade
was at Target — a Westinghouse
40-inch HDTV at a dirt cheap
$289.

cally-acclaimed (read: panned)
comedy Grown Ups on DVD
and Blu-ray.
I jumped between stores until around 5 a.m., and while I
did not personally witness any
mentionable insanity, I did hear a
couple of stories from shoppers
and employees.
One man told me that he witnessed a fist fight at Wal-Mart at
midnight when the sales began.
While he did not mention
what object they fought over, I
feel it is safe to assume that it
was something fancy like solar
powered oven mitts or an electric Snuggie with cargo pockets.
An employee at Old Navy
told me that, in the chaos of
the midnight rush, one woman
threatened to punch another
woman’s baby.
It truly is the most wonderful
time of the year.

Sarah Wieten

Managing Editor

Alpheretta, GA – I have a
confession to make. I cheated on
Black Friday.
I went shopping of course, I
had to for this assignment, but I
did not camp out, I did not scour
the ads for the best deals and I

did not have a list of items to
wrestle away from some overlyaggressive twanging grandmother. In fact I didn’t even wake up
before noon.
I did eventually wander down
to the North Point Mall area in
Alpheretta, Ga. where I saw the
unmistakable evidence of people
who had done all those things.
I headed over to the Old Navy,
which seemed to be the ground
zero of the day since its parking
lot was still completely full even
as 2 p.m. rolled around. Outside,
speakers pumped in electronic
Christmas music, a genre I would
be happy to avoid for the rest of
my life.
Inside, several hundred pairs
of boots covered the floor.
The changing rooms were full
of sweaters and $15 jeans and
staff that just seemed too tired
to fight the inevitable pile of
cast-offs.
It was clear that the economy
had been stimulated and that
these people had done their
patriotic share of consuming.
Hard.
Emily, the nursing student
from Georgia Southern who
checked me and my $5 turtleneck out (yes, college girls wear
turtlenecks — I can totally sex it
up) had the 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. shift
and was somehow still chipper.
Other more disgruntled employees sported pajama pants
and bed hair — it was impossible
to tell if it was on purpose, in the
spirit of the day or not.
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Target’s doorbuster sale on 40-inch Westinghouse HDTVs attracted the masses Friday morning.

However, I overlooked a key
component to the Black Friday
shopping experience. People
camped out for these things.
My father and I arrived at
3:45 am, and a line was already
stretched around the building. I
was left to wait for the pandemonium to ensue.
Target opened its door (singular) at 4:00 a.m., but by the
time I got inside, I faced crushing defeat.
Carts were already leaving
the store with the Westinghouse
TVs. Some people even snagged
two or more.
Dejected, I decided to witness
a bit more of the madness at my
local Wal-Mart.
Instead of a line outside, Wal-

Mart was open for 24 hours, so
all of the lines for doorbusters
were already inside the store. The
deals, however, began at 5 a.m.
Wal-Mart also had televisions
on sale, but the two offered as
doorbusters were both made by
Emerson. While Emerson TVs
are cheap, they also tend to be of
lower quality. Thus, I decided to
peruse the store, hoping to pick
up something smaller.
When I reached the electronics department, I noticed
something.
Amid the Wild West stand-off
between shoppers trying to nab
digital cameras, there was a small
platform upon which TVs were
stacked. One happened to be a
40-inch TV, severely discounted,

and of far better quality than the
doorbusters.
I knew my chances of nabbing the TV would be low because of the large crowd. When
5 a.m. struck, however, the crowd
darted toward the cameras and
DVDs. The TVs stood virtually
untouched.
My dad and I dashed in,
snagged the TV, and made a run
for the registers.
Despite my own steal, I can’t
help but commend one shopper
I witnessed at Target. This man
had nearly every doorbuster item
in his cart. Even though he had a
sleep-deprived, frazzled glare of
death on his face, it was clear he
came out a winner on this Black
Friday.

